2009 Fall Term – Social Representative

Maria Mackwood – Mackwood@cs.dal.ca

Unlike previous social representatives, Geekbeer is no longer a main concern  of mine as it was handed off to the bar manager. This allows me to concentrate more on events in general, trying to get people to enjoy taking computer science / informatics at Dalhousie University. 


The first RvB Marathon event took place in the atrium after main school hours. It consisted of RvB being played from a projector and gaming. There was lots of comfortable seating and was well planned. At the other side of the atrium we had set up an Xbox 360, with some popular games such as halo; this allowed students to interact with each other and co-operate in teams, working together and enjoying themselves thoroughly. The event was aimed at first year students and free popcorn and pop was provided. All in all, everyone had a great time and I consider the event a success.


The Computer Science Students Gala (Snowball) was a great success and was also very well planned by our Snowball team. The awards ceremony went very professionally and had a fair turnout. The event was advertised a great deal in advance and there were competitive ticket sales. Great and very creative ideas arose from our team such as the humorous awards and the ideas behind them. “Everything looks good painted gold” as proclaimed by Chris Cook (CSS Pres). Utilizing by design skills, I created most of the Snowball advertising myself as well as all the RvB posters. 

Goals


My goals are to get Informatics students and Computer Science students more on the same level. Hosting events that are more informatics and sustainability student friendly.  I want everyone to participate and get the most out of their society as well as be able to meet new friends and have a great time. I plan on holding many summer inspired events as summer vacation approaches, keeping in mind exams. We currently have a few key ways on advertising events and keeping Computer Science students informed:

	Advertising method
	Pros
	Cons

	
	
	

	Big-Board
	· Easily seen upon entering the building

· Large display students can check quickly on way to classes
	· Have to contact the webmaster to get the image size requirement, submit the image, and announce the time period it is to be displayed.

	Posters
	· Can be put up around building and on Society board.

· Cheap

· Somewhat effective
	· Needs to be designed then printed at campus copy.

· Many posters are already on boards to they need to be well designed to catch attention, and even then most people ignore.

	Little-board (Coming soon)
	· Students in the atrium will easily be able to read updates.

· It is located in one of the more populated sections of the building where even business, architecture, law, informatics, sustainability students hang / study / socialize / work.
	· Initial start-up price

· Needs to be installed

	CS Society Site
	· Up to date info about everything CSS related

· Well organized, user friendly

· Upcoming events to be posted on main page.
	· Most students especially first year, does not know this site exists!!!!!

	CS Facebook page and event pages
	· Most people have a Facebook account and therefore we can reach a large amount of students.

· Event pages give students ALL THE INFO they need about any society event.

· The CS Facebook page is always up to date and has the most recent upcoming event on the main screen.
	· Constant updating

· + We need pictures of these events posted.

· On that note, picture consent form

	CS E-mail
	· Great to announce and remind students and faculty of upcoming events

· Easy to get the message out to everyone
	· Most ignore/delete messages and pay no mind to them


*Based off student surveys

